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area* adding to the two new regimental sis© threat® 
which moved there recently and confirming increased 
enemy interest in the area* 

Stepped-up levels of ©utssssy telf f tand work along 
eagieting supply rentes in Lao© and Cambodia and the 
continued us© of SUmooukviU® all suggest an improved 
enemy capability for offensive action in early 1970* 

Based upon the above situation* General Abram© does not consider it 
"militarily sound to redeploy any more U* B® troops aft this time. M 
ffe also recon&mexwSe that Cfarin teaa gt Tp^jfr caascfircw be lizssited to 
24 hours duration for each* 

*Tu to o^pecific vfithd.rayyal Abifsss point© outs 

General Abrams strongly opposed the plan calling for 
withdrawal of 100* 000 by July or August and listed the 
following risks* 

1® Violates tfe® "cut and try" policy heretofore 
followed® 

2* During the later half of the period® it ca nno t 
but sharply reduce U* S* flexibility to respond 
to enemy initiatives* 

3« Larger reduction© over a longer period will 
have a ©were impact on the morale of many 
U»S* troops who hope to be in an early with* 
drmwml increment only to find teat they remain 
in later packets* 


Put® us in a rigid posture with respect to i 
critic® who will insist that the ©cfe©dul.# be 


or 


Turn® over initiative to the enemy by unnecessarily 
disclosing our planning figures* 

EsEceed® fth® South Vietnam®®© estimate of what 
they are able to assume and could thus have a 
devastating impact on South Vietnamese morale* 
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Concerning w 4rt»«s« an» » §0# 000 fey mid—feCarcIs ©y said—April, 

General Abrams considers &ie plan to be militarily usscand and to 
exceed what the traffic will bear. His main objection to this plan re¬ 
volves around the fact that a large tncrameat ©f forces must be re¬ 
deployed at a time whea the enemy threat will be the most critical. 

He also emphasises that the Vietnamese will be unable to replace that 
many troops within the time frame cited. 

In lien of the above two plana. General Abrams recommends that the 
December announcement be limited to 35,000 U. S. troops which would 
consist of a division siae Army element plus a brigade sise element. 

He points out that a withdrawal increment of this magnitude appears to 
be acceptable but that still the risks would be considerable. He 
emphasises Shat our current strength should be maintained to the degree 
possible through the first quarter of 1970. 

In a separate message. General Abrams also commented on the con¬ 
cept which would provide for withdrawal in three increments of 235,000 
U. S. troops to a new in-country troop level of 249,000 by December 31, 
1970. General Abrams equates tM« concept to a precipitous U. S. 
withdrawal. General Abrams lists Hie following specific risks: 

1. He could not predict what the Impact of such a large 
withdrawal on either enemy or friendly force would he. 

Z, The South Vietnamese's most optimistic estimate for 
the withdrawal of TJ. S. troops visualises a drawdown 
of 100,000 to 150,000 in calendar year 1970. 

3. The physical management of withdrawing 235, 00® U. S. 
troops in a single year would of itself constitute a grave 
problem. 

4. In sum. General Abrams states that this concept would 
seriously jeopardise the entire Vietnamlsatioa program. 

Admiral McCain, in separate messages, has concurred with General 
Abrams and adds that the drawdown of 235^000 in a single year would 
posh impossible problems for file Visteamlaation program in that 
equipment and training programs could not possibly fill the gap. 


TOP SECRET/SENSITIVE/EYES ONLY 


t 







